
AUGUST, rgIg CALIFORNIA STATE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 309

tions may secure application blanks from the State
Civil Service Commission at either of the following
offices: Room 331, Forum Bldg., Sacramento;
Room 1007, Hall of Records, Los Angeles; or from
the following offices of the State Free Employ-
ment Bureau: 933 Mission St., San Francisco (men);
Pacific Bldg., San Francisco, (women); 401 Tenth
Street, Oakland; 176 So. Market Street, San Jose;
1834 Kern Street, Fresno; 200 So. San Joaquin
Street, Stockton.
Completed applications must be filed with the

State Civil Service Commission, Forum Building,
Sacramento, on or before August 23, 1919.

STATE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.

Why Report Venereal Disease?
The news that Texas physicians are already re-

porting 5000 cases of venereal diseases a month to
their board of health, and that 95 per cent. of these
cases are acute, shows that reporting is successful
where it is given a fair chance, and easily dis-
poses of the objection sometimes raised by the ill-
informed, who argue that it will be impossible to
get the doctors to report their cases.

In Texas, as in most other states, cases of
venereal disease are reported in the first place
only by the physician's serial number, and the
name of the patient does not go to the board of
healtlk unless he shows such a deliberate disre-
gard for the protection of the public as to make
it desirable that the state quarantine laws should
be invoked against him. This rarelv happens
except in the cases of prostitutes and their as-
sociates, whose whole mode of life shows an utter
contempt for the public welfare, and who there-
fore can hardly be expected to displav any con-
cern about disseminating infection.

But what good is a report to the board of health,
if there is no name attached? This question has
not only occurred to laymen, but even to some
medical men who have not seen the system in
operation.
The ouestion would hardly arise, if the in-

qutirer could bring himself to look on syphilis
and gonorrhea in the light of other communicable
diseases.
Reporting such cases to -the board of health,

merely by number, lhas the following among many
other advantages:

1. It practically obliges the patient to remain
under treatment until cured, and not merely until
the most prominent symptoms have disappeared. It
is the patient whose symptoms have been relieved,
who "feels all right" but who is not cured. who
disseminates most of the disease, and who in
particular is responsible for most of the infection
of innocent wives and children.

2. It ensures that the patient will continue
treatment under some other doctor, if he moves
from the town where he began.

3. It permits the board of health to get a
fairly accurate idea of whether the doctors in a
given locality are obeving the law.' If a remark-
ably small number of cases is reported, an in-
vestigation can at once be made.

*4. It aids the board of health in securing en-
forcement of the criminal statutes. Usually the
source of infection (e. g., prostitute) is stated on
the report. If a remarkably large number of in-
fections ascribed to prostitutes is reported from
a town, the health authorities can at once get in
touch with the peace officers, and bring about a
repression of "the business."

5. It enables, the board of health to know in
what part of the state venereal diseases are most
prevalent. and approximately their prevalence; thus
enabling it to take such measures as are necessary
for the establishment of clinics, supply of medi-
cines, detail of nurses and doctors, or appropriation
of funds to protect the public health.

These advantages are not speculative. They
have been demonstrated by experience. An at-
tempt to control venereal diseases without obliging
physicians to report cases is certain to lack ef-
fectiveness.-Social Hygiene Bulletin, May, 1919.

Proposed Plan for World-Wide
Co-ordination of Red Cross

Activities
At a recent conference held in Paris, the follow-

ing outline of a proposed plan for world-wide
extension and co-ordination of Red Cross activities
was submitted by Henry P. Davison, former chair-
man of the War Council of the American Red
Cross, and now chairmanl of a committee which
includes representatives of the Red Cross Societies
of France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, and the
United States:
"The International Red Cross Committee at

Geneva has called a convention 'of the Red Cross
organizations of the world to meet at Geneva thirty
davs after the declaration of peace.

"This call was issued at the request of the Red
Cross Societies of the United States of America,
France, Great Britain, Italy, and Japan, whose
representatives have constituted. themselves a
'Committee of Red Cross Societies' to formulate
and to propose to Red Cross societies of the world
an extended program of Red Cross activities in the
interest of humanity.
"The governments of the five countries repre-

sented in this committee have, from the outset,
been fullv informed of the proposal to hold such a
world conference. They regard it as important
and each has separately manifested its desire that
a plar embodying the purposes of this committee
be prepared for submission to such conference.

The Motive of the Plan.
"The world is appalled at the widespread human

suffering which has followed in the wake of the
war. Problems of food and reconstruction are of
such magnittide that they must of course be dealt
with and financed by governments, but in addition,
there is a vast field for supplementary and emer-
gency effort on the part of voluntary national
relief organizations.
"The original Geneva convention was designed

primarily to guarantee neutrality to those actually
engaged in the care of sick and wounded com-
batants. This war has shown, however, that the
battlefield of modern warfare extends into every
home of the nations involved. Out of this fact
has grown the necessitv that the Red Cross should,
in time of war, extend its ministrations to home-
less refugees as well as to civilians in their
hormes behind the lines.
"The International Red Cross at Geneva has

from the very beginning done an important work.
Throughout the present war, its nigh principles of
both neuitrality and helpfulness have been main-
tained. Its positon of pre-eminence as the great
natural agency should be upheld, and it is the
belief that its ideals for extending relief in time
of war can be applied with equal vigor and ef-
fectiveniess in time of peace.
"The experience of the war has developed an

advanced practice in care for the welfare of mother-
hood and childhood. It has likewise demonstrated
novel and most promising possibilities in the care
and treatment of tuberculosis and other diseases.

"It is accordingly of unusual importance at this
moment in the world's history that representatives
of the variouis peoples should meet in conferences,
conipare information and experience and determine
'how voluntary effort in every country may best
exert itself in tlhe service of humanity.

"It is peculiarly fitting that such a world con-
ference should meet under the aegis of the
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Red Cross, for the Red Cross has shown itself
to be an instrument of peculiar flexibility and
adaptability with which to promote efforts for
the relief of suffering huimanity. The Red Cross
emblem signifies next to human sympathy, above
all else-neutrality-neutrality as between nations,
as between races, as between religions, as between
classes. While, in its organizing form in each
cou>ntry, it enjoys intimate relations with its own,
yet it preserves its voluntary and democratic char-
acter.

"It is expected that out of this world gathering
there will emerge an international organization
through which the peoples of the world may co-
operate in stimulating and developing activities in
the respective countries for the betterment of man-
kind. Such activities would foster the study of
humiian disease, promote sound measures for public
health and sanitation, the welfare of children and
mothers, the education and training of nurses
and the care and prevention of tuberculosis, ven-
ereal diseases, malaria and other chronic or in-
fectious diseases, and would provide measures for
handling prohlems of world relief in emergencies,
such as fire. famine, and pestilence.

Plan of Procedure.

"It is the purpose of the 'Committee of Red
Cross Societies' to proceed immediately to the
definite formulation of the plan to be submitted to
the World Red Cross Congress, and for that pur-
pose, it will establish headquarters at Cannes,
France.
"To that point will be invited the world's leading

experts in public health, tuberculosis, hygiene and
sanitation, and child welfare. It is expected that
the past experience of the nations will be care-
fully canvassed, with a view to the formulation
of programs of action which can be laid before
the Congress at Geneva. Following that event,
these programs would be communicated to the
Red Cross societies of all the nations; societies
would each, in its own way, stimulate the carry-
ing out of those programs among the respective
peoples.

"It is proposed that following the world Con-
gress, there will be established at Geneva a perma-
nent working organization. Such organization will
comprise experts who will keep in touch with the
developments throughout the world in the various
lines in which Ihe Red Cross is interested. Im-
mediately developments should have been realized
in any part of the world, either in research or
practice, full information would be communicated
to the central organization at Geneva and there
scrutinized. This informaton and expert advice
concerning it would then be immediately trans-
mitted to the Red Cross societies of the world.

"It is not he thought that the international
organization at Geneva would- itself carry out the
programs adopted, or that the Red Cross societies
of the individual countries would themselves
necessarily conduct operations along the respective
lines indicated.

"It is not the thought that the international
organization at Geneva will thereafter continue to
formulate and propose lines of Red Cross effort
in the interest of humanity. These programs will
forthwith be conmmunicated to the individual Red
Cross societies.

"Efforts would be made by the international
organization to stimulate the development in each
country of an active and efficient Red Cross or-
ganization in keeping with the newly conceived
possibilities of the Red Cross movement.

"E'ach national Red Cross society in the light
of iniformation from the international organiza-
tionI or on the basis of its own experience or de-
sires will stimulate among the people of its own
counltry effective measures to accomplish the re-
sults aimed at.

The Meaning of the Plan as a Whole.
"The conception involves not merely efforts to

relieve human suffering but to prevent it: not
alone the suffering of one people but an attempt
to arouse all peoples to a sense of their responsi-
bility for the welfare of their fellow beings
throughout the world.
"In brief, the plan contemplates the formation

of what will be, in effect, an association in the
interest of all humanity.

"It is a program, both ideal and practical;
ideal in that its supreme aim is humanity; practical
in that it seeks means and measures to meet the
tragic crises which are daily recurrent in the lives
of all mankind.

"Surelv, the operation of such a plan would
develop a new fraternity and sympathy among
the peoples By so doing, an important con-
tribution will have been made toward the success
of the League of Nations, and this present plan
should be viewed Bs a vital factor in the larger
undertaking.
"The League of Nations aims to hold all peo-

ples together in an effort to avoid war and to in-
sutre freedom: this particular plan aims at de-
vising a proceduire whereby all peoples may co-
operate actively in promoting the health and happi-
ness of one another."

New Members
Klotz, Walter C., Los Angeles.
Williams, Norman H., Los Angeles.
Coffin, H. W., Los Angeles.
Barnes, P. Livingston, Los Angeles.
Nakaya, F. T., Los Angeles.
Vardon; Ernest M., Los Angeles.
Dodge, Wm. Wallace, Los Angeles.
Grant, Garnet B., Los Angeles.
Weitkamp, A. H., Los Angeles.
Albert, Walter, Los Angeles.
Cunnane, Thos. B., Los Angeles,
Ramsay, Robert E., Los Angeles.
Meredith, Harold H., Oakland.
Smith, Lee E., Oakland.
Rude, Anna E.,, Washington, D. C.
Brown, Robert, San Francisco.
Penfield, Perle. P., San Francisco.
Frankenheimer, J. B., San Francisco.
Wing, P. B., San Diego.
Lee, F. A., Chula Vista.
Brown, Chas. W., San Diego.
Warren, John W., National City.
Butterfield, A. D., National City.
Ogden, Geo. W., Napa.
Vollmer, H. W., Loma Linda.
Bullington, Perry F., Chico.
Meyer, E. L., Chico.
Newbold, E. H., Oroville.
Sabichi, Geo. C.. Bakersfield.
Veon, J. E., Bakersfield.
Torrens, A. S., Hanford.
Selleck, E. E., Stockton.
Dobson, Geo. H., Santa Ana.
Marsden, S. A., Orange.
Inman, M. M., Los Angeles.
Beatty, J. David, Los Angeles.
Frisbie, Chas. P., Los Angeles.

Deaths
Blackledge, L. N., of Orosi, Calif. A graduate

of Pennsvlvania Medical University, Philadelphia,
1880. Licensed in California, 1900. A member of
the Medical Society State of California. Was
killed July 16, 1919, while driving in an automobile
Car stalled on track in front of train.
Freeman, Clara NI. A graduate of California

Medical College, California, 1885. Licensed here
1885. Died in San Francisco, July 12, 1919.
Dodge, WAashington. A graduate of University

of California, 1884. Licensed same year. Died in
San Francisco, July 2, 1919.


